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A Handbook of Pali Literature 
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(Indian Philology and South Asian Studies, Vol. 2) 


The Handbook deals with the whole of the literature in Pali, the liturgical 
language of Theravada Buddhism, which is still alive in Ceylon and South 
East Asia. In addition to reviewing the canonical texts (Tipitaka), which form 
the oldest body of extant Buddhist literature, and their commentaries, the 
Handbook presents the later Pali literature, written after the 12th century, 
much of which is only available in Oriental prints. The account not only 
summarises the findings of earlier research, but extends the scope of a 
handbook by demonstrating new methodological approaches to the canonical 
literature, for example by showing how the strict formal structure of the Sutra 
texts is determined in part by their oral transmission. Questions of the 
authorship of the commentaries on the canon (post-Sth century AD) are 
revisited and the chronology of the texts critically examined. By comparing 
parallel commentaries, insights are gained into the structure of this compre- 
hensive yet unexplored area of Pali literature. Access to the Handbook is 
provided by a number of indexes. 


The author holds the Chair in Indic Studies at the University of Freiburg and 
is a full member of the Academy of Science and Literature in Mainz. 


Pali Text Society members who request a copy of the Handbook 
directly from the publisher will be able to purchase it at the special 
price of DM 148. 
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